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 WE BELIEVE Jesus Christ is the only Mediator between God and 
Man; that only the ones who repent and believe, before death, that 
Jesus is Lord, who died for sins and was raised again, will be saved 
from wrath on the day of judgment; that everyone believing into Him, 
through grace, has been born again by the Holy Spirit, forgiven of his 
sins, declared righteous, reconciled to God, and adopted as a child of 
God, to the praise of the glory of His grace….

 “WE BELIEVE… that everyone believing into Him, through grace,  
has been born again by the Holy Spirit” is constructed from the wordings 
of 1 John 5:1 and Acts 18:27. Shem shared in the Doctrine of Sin1 that, as 
blind and dead sinners, we are unable to submit to God (Rom. 8:7-8). The 
implication is that, apart from the grace of God, we would naturally 
reject the Gospel. It’s not because of a physical inability, but a moral 
inability, a spiritual inability. Physically, we are able to hear the Gospel, 
process the information, and understand the command to repent and 
believe; but morally, we are unable to respond in obedience. We simply 
love darkness and refuse to come into the light (Jn. 3:19-21, cf.  2 Thess. 
2:10-11).  And so, we are utterly dependent upon the grace of God to 
enable us, utterly dependent upon the Father drawing us to His Son (Jn. 
6:44). 

 Therefore, in Acts 18:27,  Luke wrote of “those who through grace had 
believed.” It’s amazing that he went out of his way to say that. It would 
have been so much simpler just to say that Apollos helped “the 
believers.” But there was apparently a jealousy in Luke for God to get the 
glory for their faith. So he went out of his way to specify that the means of 
their faith was the undeserved gift of God. I myself am jealous that we 
don’t boast as though we are better than unbelievers because we 
believed. “They’re so sinful and stupid, but I was at least spiritual 
enough to believe.” No, God designed the Gospel specifically so that no 
flesh can boast before Him (1 Cor. 1:27-31, Eph.  2:8-9). And so every 
evangelical school of theology through the centuries has affirmed that 
the nature of our depravity means that we absolutely need the grace of 
God in order to believe and be saved. Instead of boasting in our faith, we 
joyfully acknowledge that this was “through grace,” so that we could be 
“for the praise of the glory of His grace” (Eph. 1:6).
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1 vimeo.com/66195826
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 That purpose in Ephesians 1:6 punctuates the next clause of our 
statement, which celebrates several aspects of our salvation. Everyone 
who has been born again by the Holy Spirit has been:

• forgiven of his sins.2 God is no longer angry because of your rebellion. 

• declared righteous. 3  Anytime you see “justified” in your Bible, it 
means “declared righteous” – the Judge has pronounce you not guilty, 
not condemned, now in right relationship with Him on the basis of 
Christ’s righteousness gifted to believers.

• reconciled to God.4 We’re no longer alienated, hostile enemies, but in a 
relationship of peace.

• adopted as a child of God.5  The world thinks, “We’re all God’s 
children,” but that’s a lie from Satan. We’re all born enemies of God, 
children of the devil.6 We must be born again and adopted through 
faith in Jesus. J. I.  Packer says well that this is the highest privilege in 
the Bible, to be adopted as sons and daughters of God. What could be 
better? It is the presented as the climax of our salvation in Revelation 
21:7.  We are co-heirs with Christ of all things!7 Go meditate on that for 
the next fifty years –  or fifty million! We will inherit all things! So 
Packer says the Gospel in three words is “adoption through 
propitiation.”8 The Gospel offers the grace to become fully loved heirs of 
God by means of the wrath-satisfying sacrifice of His One-of-a-kind Son. 

• to the praise of the glory of His grace. That is the point of your 
salvation and adoption, according to Ephesians 1:6.  You were not saved 
primarily for your sake. You were saved primarily for the sake of His 
Name, for the praise of the glory of His grace. If that strikes you as odd 
or improper, then we offer you our free booklet, The Preeminence of 
Christ:  Part One, To the Glory of God the Father, for a Biblical survey that 
establishes this truth.9 For those who have seen the glory of God in the 
face of Christ, it is an expressibly joyful privilege to exist, not for 
ourselves, but for His glory.
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2 E.g., Lk. 24:47, Acts 2:38, 5:31, 10:43, 13:38, 26:18; Eph. 1:7, Col. 1:14, Heb. 10:18
3 E.g., Rom. 3:21-26 (see NewLifeEquip.com/GoodFriday)
4 E.g., Rom. 5:1-11; 2 Cor. 5:17-21, Col. 1:20, Eph. 2:11-22
5 E.g., Jn. 1:12, Rom. 8:15; Gal. 4:4-6, Eph. 1:5
6 E.g., Jn. 8:44; 
7 E.g., Rom. 8:15-17; 1 Cor. 3:21-23, Mt. 5:5, 25:34; Eph. 1:14, 3:6, Col. 1:12, Jas. 2:5; 1 Pet. 1:4
8 Knowing God, 214. (For teaching on propitiation, see NewLifeEquip.com/GoodFriday.)
9 ProjectOne28.com/glory
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