
THE DOCTRINE OF SALVATION: PART THREE

SPENCER STEWART

 WE BELIEVE Jesus Christ is the only Mediator between God and 
Man; that only the ones who repent and believe, before death, that 
Jesus is Lord, who died for sins and was raised again, will be saved 
from wrath on the day of judgment; that everyone believing into Him, 
through grace, has been born again by the Holy Spirit, forgiven of his 
sins, declared righteous, reconciled to God, and adopted as a child of 
God, to the praise of the glory of His grace….

 The final portion of the statement:

WE BELIEVE… that Jesus’ blood of the New Covenant also 
secured the sanctification,  preservation, and glorification of 
the believing.

 We want to exult with you in how full and complete is our salvation 
in Christ! But we must be careful here. There is a popular saying,  “Once 
saved, always saved,” which is true, if it’s understood properly. 
Unfortunately, many take it to suggest that it doesn’t matter what they 
do with the rest of their lives. The truth is: we must be persevering in 
believing.1 If one stops believing,  he will not be saved, and thereby proves 
that he was never born again.2 In Matthew 10:22 Jesus said, “The one 
who endures to the end will be saved.” In 24:13, He said, “The one who 
endures to the end will be saved.” If we deny Him, He also will deny us.3 
We must keep believing. 

 We must be being sanctified, which means we must being made holy.4 
For example,  Hebrews 10:14,  literally says: “Because [by] one offering, 
He has perfected forever the [ones] being made holy.” If you are not in the 
process of being made increasingly holy,  then you have no ground for 
assurance that you have been perfected in the eternal mind of God. 
Please hear me: I’m not saying you have to become perfectly holy in your 
experience before you can have assurance, but you must evidence the 
work of the Holy Spirit in the process of making you holy, in the process 
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1 1 Cor. 15:1-2, Col. 1:21-23; Mk. 13:13, Jn. 8:31, Heb. 3:6, 14; Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 25-26, 3:5, 12, 21
2 1 Jn. 2:19, 3:6; Mt. 13:5-6, 20-21; 2 Pet. 2:22
3 2 Tim. 2:12, cf. Mt. 10:32-33
4 Sanctification carries two senses in the NT. One is objective (judicial, positional, set apart 
for special use) and completed (e.g., Heb. 10:10, 1 Cor. 6:11). The other is subjective 
(experiential, in terms of moral purity) and progressive (e.g., Heb. 10:14, Rom. 6:19). The 
focus here is the progressive sense. See ProjectOne28.com/progressive-sanctification.

http://ProjectOne28.com/progressive-sanctification
http://ProjectOne28.com/progressive-sanctification


of transforming you into the Image of the holy Christ with ever-
increasing glory (2 Cor. 3:18). The Spirit doesn’t fail at His mission to do 
that, so let us all be keeping with repentance5 and depending upon Him 
for it. 

 More on that dependence in a minute, but first, to put this doctrine 
another way: if one continues in sin, habitually,  unrepentantly, then it 
proves that he was never saved.6 This is why Paul can write things like 1 
Corinthians 6:9-11:

Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom 
of God? Do not be deceived: neither the sexually immoral, nor idolaters, 
nor adulterers, nor men who practice homosexuality, nor thieves, nor 
the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers will inherit the 
kingdom of God. And such were some of you. But you were washed, 
you were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus 
Christ and by the Spirit of our God.

Note clearly that it does not disqualify you if you have done any of these 
sins: “such were some of you,” but you’ve been declared righteous! Such 
“were.” Those sins didn’t characterize them anymore because the grace of 
God not only saved them but trained them to renounce impiety and live 
righteously (cf. Titus 2:11-14). It doesn’t disqualify you if you have done 
any of them, but it does disqualify you if you are still doing them, 
habitually, unrepentantly. Because, in that case,  you prove by your bad 
fruit that you’re a bad tree, who has not been born again and given a 
new heart with new affections overcoming the old.7 Such people will not 
inherit the Kingdom of God.8 

 Test this, and be warned. Because the warning protects the good 
news. We must be increasingly overcoming sin,  by the Spirit, and being 
transformed into the Image of Christ, by the Spirit. The good news is that 
the grace of God, which saved us, will also work in those who are 
genuinely born again to accomplish this perseverance and sanctification. 
God is faithful, and He will preserve you (“through faith,”9  not apart 
from it), and He will complete the good work He began in us until the 
Day of Christ Jesus.10 
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5 Acts 26:20, Mt. 3:8, Lk. 3:8
6 E.g., 1 Jn. 3:6-10
7 Mt. 7:17-27, Lk. 6:43-45
8 Cf. Gal. 5:19-21, Eph. 5:3-5, Rom. 8:13, Heb. 12:14, 10:26-31; 1 Jn. 2:3-6, 3:6-10, 3:14, 4:20
9 1 Pet. 3:3-5
10 Phil. 1:6, 2:12-13; 1 Thess. 5:23-24; 1 Pet. 5:8-10; Heb. 13:20-21; 1 Cor. 1:8-9; Rom. 14:4



 That’s the promise of the New Covenant,11  and Christ’s blood 
secured all of the promises of the New Covenant for the believing (Lk. 
22:20;  2 Cor. 1:20). One of my favorite promises is Jeremiah 32:40: “I will 
make with them an everlasting covenant, that I will not turn away from 
doing good to them. And I will put the reverence of Me in their hearts, 
that they may not turn from Me.” The problem with the Old Covenant 
was our depraved hearts.12  God gave such unmerited favor to Old 
Covenant saints,  but without new hearts, they would always turn away 
from Him. That is the glory of the New Covenant:  Christ’s blood secured 
the promise that God gives us new hearts and works in our new hearts 
to produce and sustain the faithfulness He deserves and demands. I must 
keep believing, and if I reach the end of my life still believing in Christ, it 
will be because His blood secured this New Covenant promise for me, 
and His grace – His Spirit – executed it. 
 
 Lastly, Romans 8:30, with a literal translation, so that the emphatic 
language is properly portrayed:

And whom He predestined, these He also called; and whom He called, 
these He also declared righteous; and whom He declared righteous, 
these He also glorified.

Every single one having been predestined, He also glorified. It’s a golden 
chain of promises, unbreakable and unfailing in God. If you have truly 
been declared righteous on the basis of having believed, through grace,13 
then your future, full glorification is so certain that it can be spoken of in 
the past tense: “these He also glorified.”14  We don’t see it yet, but our 
Father in heaven does. 

 So, let us believe it. Let us not neglect such a great salvation.15 Let us 
hold fast our confidence to the End.16 Let us understand clearly that the 
Gospel is grace from start to finish! Grace to save and grace to sanctify 
and grace to glorify! Let us praise the glory of God’s grace in Christ all 
day every day!17
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11 Deut. 30:6 (cf. 29:4), Jer. 32:39-41, Ezek. 11:19-20, 36:25-27
12 See esp. Deut. 29:4 (cf. 30:6)
13 Acts 18:27; see Part Two.
14 Cf. Jn. 6:37-39, 10:26-30, Jude 1:24-25
15 Heb. 2:1-4 (esp. v. 3)
16 Heb. 3:6, 14
17 Eph. 1:6; see Part Two.


