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 WE BELIEVE Jesus Christ is the only Mediator between God and 
Man; that only the ones who repent and believe, before death, that 
Jesus is Lord, who died for sins and was raised again, will be saved 
from wrath on the day of judgment; that everyone believing into Him, 
through grace, has been born again by the Holy Spirit, forgiven of his 
sins, declared righteous, reconciled to God, and adopted as a child of 
God, to the praise of the glory of His grace; that Jesus’ blood of the 
New Covenant also secured the sanctification, preservation, and 
glorification of the believing.

 This first clause pulls directly from 1 Timothy 2:5 and is intended to 
contradict typical postmodern thoughts that all religions are okay, and 
there are multiple ways to God (relativism and pluralism).  Jesus said 
unequivocally, “I AM the Way and the Truth and the Life; no one comes 
to the Father, except through Me” (Jn. 14:6). It is not okay to believe in 
other things.  Muslims, Mormons, Hindus, Buddhists, non-Christian Jews 
– no matter how sincerely they believe, no matter how piously they live – 
no one will be saved unless he repents and believes into Jesus. That is the 
next phrase in this statement:

WE BELIEVE… that only the ones who repent and believe, before 
death, that Jesus is Lord, who died for sins and was raised again, will 
be saved from wrath on the day of judgment….

 This statement seeks to guard against the flavor of “Christian 
universalism” that believes all people will be saved because of Jesus, even 
if they don’t believe in Jesus in this life, even if they believe in another 
name, another god, or system. On the contrary, the Scriptures are 
abundantly clear that not all will be saved (e.g., Mt. 7:13-14, Rev. 14:9-11, 
20:15). The only ones who will be saved are the ones who believe in the 
Name of Jesus (and I’m stressing “the Name”).  Acts 4:12 says, “And 
there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven 
given among men by which we must be saved.” We must believe in the 
Name; we must “call upon the Name of the Lord”1  –  Yeshua Messiah, 
Iēsous Christos, Jesus Christ, Jesu Christo,  Isa al Masiah – however it is 
translated into the receptor language, so long as it is the Name referring 
to the real, historical Person of the Scriptures. 
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1 E.g., Acts 2:21



 Here are merely a few Scriptures that one must believe the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ in order to be saved (but truly, it’s the tenor of the whole 
New Testament): Rom. 10:9-17; 1 Cor. 1:21, Eph. 3:6,  Acts 4:12, Jn. 14:1, 6, 
1:12-13, 3:15, 16, 18, 36; Lk. 24:47; 1 Jn. 2:23, 5:12; Heb. 9:27, 10:26-31.

 In this part of the statement, the content to be believed is taken 
specifically from 1 Corinthians 15:3-4 and Romans 10:9-10. We must 
believe “that Jesus is Lord, who died for sins and was raised again.” In 
that Romans context,2 that Jesus is Lord specifically means that Jesus is 
Yahweh, the eternal God, Creator, Sustainer, and Savior through His 
death and resurrection. And the context explains that if they don’t hear 
the Gospel,  they can’t believe; if they don’t believe, they won’t be saved;3 
the wrath of God remains on them.4  1 Jn. 5:12 is especially clear: 
“Whoever has the Son has life; whoever does not have the Son of God 
does not have life.”

 The statement also qualifies that this repentance and faith must be 
placed in Christ “before death.” That “Christian universalism” alleges 
that people will have an endless number of chances to believe after they 
have died. But no Scripture teaches a second chance to repent and 
believe after a person has died –  not one. On the contrary, several 
passages explicitly warn against that false hope (Mt. 7:21-23, 25:1-12 [cf. 
Rev. 3:7], Lk. 16:19-31 [esp. v. 26], Heb. 9:27).

 A later section will address the justice of everlasting condemnation,  
but at this point, we move to the positive affirmation that follows: “that 
everyone believing into Him, through grace, has been born again by the 
Holy Spirit, forgiven of sins….”5

 We stress the utter necessity,  the eternal importance of believing the 
Gospel now.  As a dead, depraved sinner, there is no amount of good 
works that you can do to make yourself alive and in right relationship 
with the holy God. But God has done everything in Christ, His Son, who 
paid your penalty on the Cross. Salvation is not by good works; it is by 
grace through faith.6 Do not “receive the grace of God in vain… Behold, 
now is the favorable time; behold, now is the day of salvation!”7
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2 We can see this clearly in 10:13, quoting Joel 2:32, whose original Hebrew read Yahweh.
3 10:14-17
4 E.g., Jn. 3:36
5 Part Two will exposit this phrase in the statement.
6 E.g., Eph. 2:1-9
7 2 Cor. 6:1-2


