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 “In the beginning… God.” You know the verse goes on to say, “In the 
beginning God created the heavens and the earth” (Gen. 1:1), but the 
Bible – from the start – assumes the eternal self-existence of One God.1 
All the other gods of the peoples are false.2  But “in the beginning,” 
before there was anything else, there was One true God. The classic 
question from kids, when you teach them that God made them, is, “Who 
made God?” And it was such a joy to teach my kids: “No one made God. 
God never started. God never had a birthday.  He was never born. He has 
always been alive. God has always been God.” Moses sang in Psalm 
90:2, “Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed 
the earth and the world, from everlasting to everlasting, You are God!”3 

 God is the uncaused Cause of all things. He owes His existence to no 
one and nothing outside of Himself. Theologians have labeled this the 
aseity of God. In Latin, a se means “from Himself.” God is a se, from 
Himself. I believe this is the most fundamental meaning of God’s Name, 
Yahweh, which sounds like the Hebrew “to be” verb. Yahweh explained 
His Name to Moses: “I AM WHO I AM” (see Ex. 3:14-15). I exist because I 
exist. No one created Me.  No one defines Me. No one adds to Me. All that I am, 
I am in and of Myself! For example, God does not draw strength from 
anything, because He is almighty.4 He doesn’t have to eat to get energy,5 
because He has infinite power and life in and of Himself, in His own 
Being. John 5:26, “For as the Father has life in Himself, so he has granted 
the Son also to have life in Himself” (cf. 1:4). So also, God’s knowledge 
does not depend upon anything; because God has infinite knowledge 
and wisdom in Himself. 

 A heresy has been growing in popularity in the last few decades, 
even among once-evangelicals, called open theism.6 Open theists claim 
that God is really smart and knows all that He can know, but that God 
cannot know the future decisions of free will creatures.  They think that if 
God knew what we were going to choose, then we would not be free to 
choose otherwise, because God can’t be wrong – but we are free, so God 
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1 E.g., Deut. 4:35, 39, 6:4 (Mk. 12:29, 32), 32:39; 1 Sam. 2:2; Isa. 44:6-8, 45:5-6, 18, 22, 46:9; 1 
Cor. 8:6, Eph. 4:6, 1 Tim. 2:5, Rom. 3:30, Gal. 3:20; Jas. 2:19; Jn. 5:44, 17:3; 1 Tim. 1:17, Jude 25
2 E.g., Jer. 16:19-20; Isa. 41:23-24; 1 Cor. 8:4-6
3 Cf. Gen. 21:33, Isa. 40:28, Deut. 33:27, Rom. 1:23; 1 Tim. 1:17, 6:16
4 E.g., Rev. 1:8, 4:8, 11:17, 15:3, 16:7; Gen. 18:14, Jer. 32:17, 27; Lk. 1:37, Mt. 19:26
5 Ps. 50:12-15



must not know what we’re going to choose until we choose it. Now, 
that’s not a real problem, but they think it is, and their solution is 
unbiblical heresy. 6

 We stand with Scripture, which says that God knows everything 
about Himself (which requires infinite knowledge) and everything that is 
real future, including our choices, and even everything that would be (if 
circumstances were different),7  even everything that is possible. Psalm 
147:5 declares, “His understanding is beyond measure.” God is infinitely 
all-knowing. God said through Isaiah, in 46:9-10, “for I am God, and 
there is no other; I am God, and there is none like Me, declaring the end 
from the beginning and from ancient times things not yet done, saying, 
‘My counsel shall stand, and I will accomplish all My purpose…’” (cf. 
45:21). In that passage,  God declared that it is part of the essence of His 
Godhood that He knows the future. His knowledge of the future 
distinguishes Him from all that is not God – “there is no other… there is 
none like Me,” who perfectly knows the future (cf. Isa. 41:21-26,  44:6-8). 
God “knows all things,” says 1 John 3:20. John 21:17,  of Jesus, the God-
Man, “Lord, You know all things.” Job 37:16, “God is perfect in 
knowledge.”

 So, God is all-knowing,  all-powerful, all-everything-that-He-is in 
Himself.  Therefore, God never suffers any lack that needs to be supplied. 
There is no deficiency in Him; He is all-sufficient! That I believe is the 
meaning of the title El Shaddai. It is usually translated “God Almighty.” 
But the Hebrew shaddai means enough.8 He is the God who is enough. So 
I agree with those who think “Almighty” unnecessarily restricts His 
enough-ness to power,  whereas He actually has enough of everything He 
is, and so they translate El Shaddai as “God All-sufficient.” 

 The aseity of God, the self-sufficiency of God, has so many 
ramifications. This means God never has to do something because He 
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6  For more on open theism, listen to Bruce Ware, “Uncertain Hands of God and Men: 
Providence in Process Thought and Open Theism,” Resurgence Conference, 3 Mar 2007 
(http://theresurgence.com/authors/bruce-ware). Another heresy called process theology 
claims that God is in process; some have even said that God is evolving. But God said 
through Malachi, “I, Yahweh, do not change” (3:6, cf. Jas. 1:17, Heb. 1:10-12, applying Ps. 
102:25-27 – about God – to Jesus, the Son of God). Because, think about it: God is infinitely 
perfect (Mt. 5:48), so if God changed into something less than or worse than He started, 
then He would no longer be perfect; He’d no longer be God. If God changed into 
something better than He was, then He wasn’t perfect earlier; He wasn’t God then. But 
God is unchanging in His perfect Being.
7 This is called “middle knowledge” by some. Examples of God knowing what would be, if 
circumstances were different, can be found in Ex. 13:17, 1 Sam. 23:8-14, Jer. 23:21-22, Mt. 
11:21-24, 1 Cor. 2:8.
8 TWOT, 907.



never needs anything. There is one crystal clear verse on this that I’m 
going to save for the closing,  as we see how the doctrine of God affects 
our worship and obedience. For now, I just say that God never has to do 
anything; He is totally free! Totally free to be Himself and enjoy Himself 
as an infinite Tri-unity. For example, He did not need to create the 
heavens or the earth; He didn’t need a home (cf.  1 Ki. 8:27).  He did not 
need to create us, so that He could have someone to love, as some 
assume. Because “God is love”9  in Himself,  for all eternity, the Father 
loving the Son and Spirit, the Son loving the Father and Spirit; the Spirit 
loving the Father and Son, each delighting in the infinite glories of the 
other Members of the Triune God.10 God has never been lonely; He did 
not need to create anything. 

 But He did create. Not out of need, but out of the overflow of His 
own joy in Himself and His glory (Prov. 8:30). And God remains 
independent of His creation. We are not pantheists. Not everything is 
God. Creation is not the Creator. All created things are totally dependent 
upon God for existence, but God is not dependent upon us.  God is the 
sustainer and sovereign ruler of all things. He is the Lord, Adonai,  the 
Sovereign. He sustains and governs all things; He is working all things 
according to the counsel of His will.11 

 And so now I’ve quickly touched on each of the components of the 
first clause of our newly updated Statement of Faith:

“We believe in One sovereign, almighty, all-knowing, all-sufficient God….” 

 So what? What are the two reasons theology matters? Because what 
you think determines what you do, and worship must be true! First, true 
revelation of God should produce humility and dependence. He is All-
sufficient. I’m not. I am utterly dependent. I can’t breathe or move or live 
or receive anything12  or do anything apart from the sustaining and 
governing providence of God. Instead of pridefully making plans as if 
I’m independent of God, these doctrines should humble me to say, “If the 
Lord wills, I will live and do this or that” (see Jas. 4:13-16).13  If the Lord 
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9 1 Jn. 4:8, 16
10 Cf. Jn. 17:24, Isa. 42:1, Mt. 3:17, 17:5, and Prov. 8:30 (in which “Wisdom” is Personified, 
and Jesus is the Wisdom of God, cf. 1 Cor. 1:30, Col. 2:2-3, Lk. 7:35, 11:49). Cf. also 1 Tim. 
1:11, 6:15 (where “blessed” should be translated “happy” because the Greek is makarios, not 
eugelētos) and Ps. 16:11.
11 E.g., Eph. 1:11, Lam. 3:37-38, Prov. 16:1, 4, 9, 21; 21:1; Ps. 139:16, Acts 17:24, 4:26-28; Isa. 
14:24-27, 43:13, 46:9-10, Dan. 4:34-35, Job 42:2, Rom. 9:30, Ps. 33:11, 135:6, Mt. 28:18
12 Jn. 3:27
13 Cf. also Acts 18:21, 21:14; 1 Cor. 4:19, 16:7; 1 Pet. 3:17; Heb. 6:3



wills, I’ll continue to exist. Because the only reason I, a finite creature, 
exist here right now is because God the Son is saying, “Be there!” 
Hebrews 1:3, “...He is sustaining all things [lit.  carrying all things] by the 
word of His power.” Jesus’ words are keeping me alive every moment, 
enabling me to live and move and have my being in Him (cf. Acts 17:28).

 So these doctrines will affect how I serve God. The Bible commands 
us to serve God (e.g.,  Rom. 12:11).  But there is a way to serve God that is 
all wrong, as if I’m contributing something to God, meeting a need in 
God, from myself. Acts 17:24-26 (here’s that key verse on aseity) is Paul 
correcting pagans in Athens:

“The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of 
heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, 25nor  is He 
served  by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself 
gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.” 

What can I give to God who has everything He needs? How can I serve 
God who does not need to be served? The only proper way to serve God 
is through faith that all is grace.14  God has to give you everything; 
anything you give, any thing you do to serve God actually came from 
God in the first place. “What do you have that you did not receive?” Paul 
asked in 1 Corinthians 4:7, “If then you received it, why do you boast as 
if you did not receive it?” These doctrines eliminate all grounds for boasting. 

 All is grace. All we have and are in ourselves is given to us 
undeserving creatures by God. The only proper way to serve God is by 
depending upon the grace of God to enable you to serve. 1 Pet. 4:10-11, 
“… as good stewards of God’s varied grace… whoever serves, as one 
who serves by the strength that God supplies – in order that in everything 
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ.” “The Giver gets the glory.”15 
If you are giving to God to meet His need, then you get the glory. But if 
God gives you everything you have, and you give it back only by 
depending upon God giving you strength to serve, then God gets all the 
glory.16 Oh, I’m praying that these few minutes produce the fruit of more 
humble dependence upon El Shaddai for all that we are and all that we 
think, say, and do – unto His glory.
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14 I think I first saw this beautiful statement of faith, “All is grace,” from Ann Voskamp.
15  I’ve heard or read this sentence from John Piper in multiple places. For more on this 
mindset in serving God, listen to “How to Do Good So That God Gets the Glory,” 8 Aug 
1980 (DesiringGod.org) or read the chapter entitled, “Brothers, Tell Them Not To Serve 
God,” in Brothers, We Are Not Professionals (B&H Publishing Group, 2002).
16 Cf. Phil. 1:11, 2:12-13; 2 Thess. 1:11-12

http://www.desiringgod.org/resource-library/sermons/how-to-do-good-so-that-god-gets-the-glory
http://www.desiringgod.org/resource-library/sermons/how-to-do-good-so-that-god-gets-the-glory


 Finally,  obviously, these things I’ve said about God – which barely 
scratch the surface of the treasures in Scripture – should stir us to 
worship. After Paul wrote the first eleven chapters of Romans with all its 
amazing theology about sin, wrath, propitiation, justification, 
sanctification, glorification, especially the theology of chapters 9, 10,  and 
11 about the sovereignty of God in calling the elect among Jews and 
Gentiles and hardening the rest, theology that perplexes all of us – after 
all that theology, Paul erupted into doxology: 

“Oh, ⎣the⎦ depth ⎣of the⎦ riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 
How unsearchable ⎣are⎦ His judgments and how untraceable His ways! 
34’For who knew the mind of the Lord, or who became His counselor?’ 
35’Or who gave to Him and will be repaid by Him?’ 36Because out of 
Him and through Him and unto Him ⎣are⎦ all things – to Him ⎣be⎦ the 
glory into the ages; amen!” (Rom. 11:33-36). 

Out of Him, through Him, unto Him. God is the Giver, the Governor, and 
the Goal of all things. These theological thoughts about God’s infinite 
perfections and His sovereign self-sufficiency stirred Paul to worship. To 
that kind of God, the only God, be the glory into the ages! And all God’s 
people said…, “Amen!”
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